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be supposed that men who voted for Mr. Leary, Mr. Thomas,

\[r. Webster and Mr. Crisfield in 1861, and for Governor
Dradford in 1863, Lave ever givenaid and conffort to the ene-
mies, or expressed a desire for the defeatof the armies, of the
United States.  There has, in the opinion of yonr committee,
been o ways in this State a clear majority of loyal men, and
a minority only of sympathizers with and perpetrators of
treason ; but if, by the influx of disloyal refugees from the
South, or from any other causc, these conditions are NoOow
changed, and the disloyal clement does really preponderate
in the State, why then the more important is 1t that the
power to govern and to legislate for the State should be rigor-
ously kept in the hands of the truly loyal. The nation has
not yet surmounted the diffculty of her position. it is true
that armed treason has been suppressed but the fecliag of
domination, of caste, of opposition to {free labor, of hatred
to the loyal States nnfertunately have survived the war which
has just closed ; and, in the opinien of the commitee, 1t
wonld be extremely dangerous at this time toentiust with
political power men of such unregenerate trmpers, 1t would
cive them opportunity, upou ahy slight loeal dissention
among loyal men of the State, in n moment of apathy or
neied secnrity, to place men in Uongresy whaose sympathy
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The appeal is made that, <“the Sauth is all to be restored,

al theretore all distranchisement here should be reutoved.”’
The South has not vet been restored, and it wil be time
eporell when the Southern States are represented in Congress,
and when those who bave resisted the Government there are
restored, to consider the question liere. By the very tevms

of the petition the time has not yct arvived. 1t may be that
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